Bahm 3

Sheeda Bahm
Mr. Jeffrey

English IV-P, Period 6

29 August 2007

Benchmark Test 1: The Scream


Edvard Munch’s painting, “The Scream,” displays a scene of hope, fear, and the struggles of the human source. There is a figure standing in the center of the painting. The expression on his face gives off his sense of fear and worry. With the look of his hands strategically placed on both sides of his face, one can assume that he is either, one, covering his ears to block out a loud noise, or, two, his hands are on his face because he is stunned by what he is seeing. Most of his facial features are not distinct, but you can clearly see how his mouth is open wide, as if he were the one screaming. This extraterrestrial figure is wearing an all black gown, similar to the character in the horror movie “Scream.” Behind this figure, are, what appear to be, two other men walking toward him. The way the men are painted as shadows, it can be assumed that these men might have been left behind. All of these characters are placed on a boardwalk, which is placed above a flowing body of water. The color of the water is painted in shades of blue with some dark shades of black. In the middle of the water, there is a dark black hole, which stretches across the water from left to right. Above the dark hole is the silhouette of a man in the water. His head and shoulders bobble above the surface of the water. It seems that he is floating with the current of the water toward the dark hole, representing death, a struggle, or drowning. The colors of the sky are lighter in contrast to the water. The light shades of orange, blood red, yellow, and hints of sky blue cover the background. 


The contrasting colors and expressions of the characters Munch uses allude to the feeling of hope and fear. The black color and dark shades of blue in the water give off the feeling of fear. We see fear in our society everyday. There is personal fear that each individual has, like the fear of spiders, heights, or snakes. There is a deeper fear, a fear for life, families and friends feel this fear for the ones they love. Families and friends of our American soldiers in Iraq fear for their safety. The soldiers, themselves, fear for their life and lives of the men and women fighting beside them. Fear is apart of life, but with fear comes hope. The lighter, brighter colors in the sky represent hope. We live life hoping and wishing for something better. Everyday I wake up, I hope that my friends and family are safe and make through the day so that they may live to see tomorrow. The men and women fighting in Iraq wake up and fall asleep in fear, and hope that they make it through the day and night, hoping that they make it back home to their loved ones. The expression on the figures face could be related to the expression on a soldiers face when he witnesses a bomb exploding, killing his fellow soldiers, friends, brothers and sisters. The two men in the painting could be related to the spirits of two men that were killed. 


Even though there can be many different interpretations, I believe that Munch is trying to display the theme of fear and hope in our society. Although these themes are opposite of each other, they go hand-in-hand because with fear comes hope. This is important because it is an emotion that us, as humans, can relate to because of the struggles we face in life. Munch’s contrast of light and dark express the contrasting emotions. Overall, this painting is a symbol of the unexpected attacks on the human species, and how they cause fear and hope. 

